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Convocation 2022
We are looking forward to Convocation 2022. Please join us at FSCJ South Campus
Gymnasium on Thursday, August 25 for the kickoff to our academic year. Breakfast will
be served from 8:30-9:30 a.m. and the official program will begin at 9:45 a.m. This is
your opportunity to reconnect with colleagues, hear the latest updates from across the
College and get your chance to win raffle prizes.
 
We hope to see you there!

 

https://www.fscj.edu/bluewave-news


Governor DeSantis Awards $6.5 Million for Civics Academies
Governor DeSantis visited FSCJ for a press conference on July 19 to announce a $6.5
million Career Pathways for Public Service Initiative. The grant will support FSCJ, Polk
State College and Broward College in developing a national model for preparing
students for public service and careers in local or state government. Beginning in ninth
grade, students will be able to attend Civics Academies which will allow them to learn
about the importance of public trust, government efficiency and the values of our state
and nation.

Learn More

Join Team FSCJ for Heart Walk 2022
FSCJ is once again participating in the American Heart Association (AHA) Heart Walk,
which will be held on Saturday, September 10. All faculty and staff are invited to
participate. You can either join a team or start a new one. Faculty and staff who register
to walk by August 23 will receive a FREE FSCJ Heart Walk t-shirt (design pictured
above).
 
Can't join us? That's ok. You can still make a donation and help us raise money for life-
saving research and work toward our $25,000 Collegewide goal.

Learn More

 

Open Door Grant

https://www.flickr.com/photos/floridastatecollege/albums/72177720300646898/with/52226002010/
https://www.fscj.edu/news-events/news/news-detail/governordesantisawards$6.5milliontolaunchcivicsacademies
https://www2.heart.org/site/TR?fr_id=6996&pg=company&company_id=360211
https://www2.heart.org/site/TR?fr_id=6996&pg=company&company_id=360211


In partnership with the Florida Department of Education, FSCJ is excited to offer
qualified students up to $3,000 for selected high-demand, non-credit programs that
lead to industry certification through the Open Door Grant program. This program was
established to help close the needs gap for skilled training and workers, provide more
financial assistance to students and increase the interest in high-demand career
training and technical education for current and future workers.
 
Programs include Certified Nursing Assistant, Electrical and Automotive, Public Safety
Telecommunicator and more. For a full list of programs and application steps, click the
green button below.

Learn More

 

Science Symposium: Call for Presenters

FSCJ Root2STEM Science Symposium invites presenters to submit abstracts for the
Fifth Annual Science Symposium, which will be held on Friday, October 14, online and
in person at the Advanced Technology Center. Workshops, demonstrations and poster
presentations will be on-site, while speakers may be live-remote. Short, pre-recorded
videos are welcome to be hosted on the Symposium website.
 
Presenters who can share creative teaching topics and methodologies, laboratory
activities or field studies are encouraged to participate.  Any science-related topic is
welcome.
 
The deadline for abstract submission is September 16 at 5 p.m. Email Nancy Mullins,
nmullins@fscj.edu, or Heather Wilson, hwilson@fscj.edu, with questions.

Apply Here

 

https://www.fscj.edu/academics/workforce-education/grant-programs/open-door-grant
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_aO-yIuQDRjZ_78hZQzXSOJ7jY-icuhSjxl82dpcxr9ubxQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_aO-yIuQDRjZ_78hZQzXSOJ7jY-icuhSjxl82dpcxr9ubxQ/viewform


FSCJ Athletics
The gym at South Campus and the athletic complex at North Campus got a mini-facelift
recently! Thanks to Campus Operations, the athletic department was able to enhance
both spaces with new FSCJ Athletics graphics. You will see the newly installed
graphics in the gym during Convocation but be sure to stop by North Campus athletics
complex to see those too.
 
The volleyball season opens soon. Check the schedule and make plans to join us to
support our athletes.

gobluewave.com

 

Alumni Spotlight: Chief Todd Smith
Check out this video alumni spotlight featuring Jacksonville Fire and Rescue
Department Division Chief of Emergency Preparedness Todd Smith. Chief Smith also
prepares future generations of first responders at our Fire Academy of the South.

Watch the Video

 

https://www.gobluewave.com/landing/index
https://www.gobluewave.com/sports/wvball/2022-23/schedule
https://www.gobluewave.com/landing/index
https://vimeo.com/729655079
https://vimeo.com/729655079


VERC Mobility Boot Camp
The Vision Education & Rehabilitation Center (VERC) continues to offer Mobility Boot
Camp. These specialized training opportunities are designed to help those with
blindness or visual impairments gain independence in the home, workplace and
community.
 
Participants recently spent some time with FSCJ Professor Paul Soar to learn about
the automated Jacksonville Transportation Authority (JTA) bus system. They worked
together to identify routes, learned how to obtain assistance if needed and were
introduced to the features of the JTA hub-Star Card machines, informational signs, bus
stops, bus transfers, UMO, Token Transit and the RideJTA apps. They even had the
opportunity to take a ride on our Olli autonomous vehicle.

More about VERC
 

August Recruitment Update

https://www.fscj.edu/community/vision-education-rehabilitation-center
https://www.fscj.edu/community/vision-education-rehabilitation-center
https://www.fscj.edu/community/vision-education-rehabilitation-center


Thank you all so much for your help with our recent Summer Open House at the
Deerwood Center on July 30. We had more than 600 future students and their families
attend this great outreach event. With a focus on assisting future graduates and their
families gain information about FSCJ, attendees were able to speak to faculty and staff
in more than 40 areas of study as well as find out how to get involved on campus with
student clubs and organizations.

Learn More
 

FSCJ Student Work Featured in Photo Essay

https://www.fscj.edu/news-events/blog/blog-detail/august-2022-recruitment-update
https://www.fscj.edu/news-events/blog/blog-detail/august-2022-recruitment-update
https://jaxtoday.org/2022/08/08/photo-essay-what-is-jacksonville-today/
https://jaxtoday.org/2022/08/08/photo-essay-what-is-jacksonville-today/
https://jaxtoday.org/2022/08/08/photo-essay-what-is-jacksonville-today/


Professor of Communication and Media & Digital Media Isaac Brown prompted his
students to answer the question, "What is Jacksonville today?" Some of their photos
were selected by Jacksonville Today Journalist and Photographer Will Brown to be
featured on jaxtoday.org.

See More
 

FSCJ.edu Redesign Update
Work on the all-new FSCJ.edu is well underway. A draft testing site will be available for
Collegewide review later this month. The Web Team will continue to finalize content
and design while the internal audience reviews the testing version and provides final
input. The full launch is still on target for Fall Term 2022.
 
Stay tuned for more updates and opportunities to learn more.

 

Facilities Updates
The Facilities Team has been hard at work, updating and upgrading spaces across the
College. Check out some highlights below:

https://jaxtoday.org/2022/08/08/photo-essay-what-is-jacksonville-today/


Recently completed projects
Signage Updates, Nassau Center Interior
Breakroom Refresh, Cecil Center
Center for International Education Signage

 
Projects in progress
Ongoing Collegewide:

Scan/Digitize Facilities Plans
Master Plan, 5-Year Plant Survey
Air & Ventilation Enhancement Project (CARES Act)
Exterior Door Lock Conversion to Access Control System
Wayfinding, Exterior Signage & Building IDs

Cecil Center:
Construction, San Jose Early College
Tower Repairs
HVAC Upgrades (CARES Act)

Deerwood Center:
Center Stage Flooring w/ updated FSCJ logo
Center Stage Elevator Replacement
UNF MedNexus (Phase II)
Marquee Sign

Downtown Campus:
Artist Series & HR Suites Refresh
Chiller Replacement, ATC
HVAC upgrades (CARES Act)

Kent Campus:
Conversion of former Photo Lab to new Facials Lab
HVAC upgrades (CARES Act)

Nassau Center:
Commercial Vehicle Driving

North Campus:
Atrium Roof Repairs
Third Floor Renovation
Cosmetology, Flooring
Cardiovascular Tech, Remodel
Elevator modernization
Criminal Justice Center, Roof Design
HVAC upgrades (CARES Act)

South Campus:
ADA upgrade, Chair Lift
HVAC upgrades (CARES Act)

 

Faculty and Staff Accomplishments



Congratulations to Professor of Nursing Dr. Carol Jenkins Neil. She was selected for
two prestigious awards by the National Black Nurses Association (NBNA). Dr. Neil
received the 2022 Trailblazer Award in honor of her exemplary leadership and
innovation in nursing education, practice, research, advocacy and community
engagements. She also received the NBDA Daisy Health Equity Chapter President
Leadership Award in recognition of extraordinary leadership to advance the mission
and vision of NBNA by addressing health equity while meeting the needs of the
community.

Read More

Congratulations to the following employees for completing FSCJ Certificate programs!
 
Diversity at FSCJ Certificate

Kara Pineiro-Gerbase, Student Success Advisor I
Deann Greenawalt, Student Success Advisor II

 
Technology Certificate

Randal Russ, Integrated Systems Specialist
 
Communications Certificate

Roma Keesecker, Academic and Career Counselor
 

https://www.fscj.edu/news-events/news/news-detail/fscjprofessorofnursingearnsnationalblacknursesassociationawards
https://www.fscj.edu/news-events/news/news-detail/fscjprofessorofnursingearnsnationalblacknursesassociationawards


Learn More

Get to Know Your A&P Colleagues: Greg Wurth
 
August's Administrative & Professional Collaborative (APC) spotlight shines on Dean of
Workforce Education Dr. Greg Wurth. He works with local industries and non-profits to
develop workforce educational solutions to meet the needs of the expanding First
Coast economy. In this role, he has provided leadership, vision and direction to the
Continuing Workforce Education (CWE) Department. During this time, CWE has seen
an expansion in courses offered, students enrolled and served, student employment
and connections with internal and external stakeholders.

 

FSCJ In Action

Ten Stepping Stones students and team members quickly came together to help with
an urgent need in the community. HabiJax called for volunteers to help a family
displaced from the Russia-Ukraine war. One family sought refuge here in Jacksonville
but had to leave their temporary residence with short notice. HabiJax and volunteers
worked over two days to get a new home ready for this family to move into. Projects
included painting, landscaping and cleaning.

https://www.fscj.edu/news-events/blog/blog-detail/get-to-know-your-fellow-a-p-colleagues---greg-wurth
https://www.fscj.edu/news-events/blog/blog-detail/get-to-know-your-fellow-a-p-colleagues---greg-wurth


Students in the IDS 1107 class participated in a service-learning project to recognize
World Sickle Cell Day. They helped hand out information to attendees and had the
opportunity to learn about sickle cell anemia as well as medical and community
resources and the family programs that are in place to support those in the Jacksonville
area who are living with the disease.

The community-wide event helped bring greater awareness and support to individuals
living with sickle cell anemia and to honor those who help to advance the cause in
support of individuals and families affected by this disease.

 

Board Highlights
Review the highlights of the August 9, 2022, meeting of the FSCJ District Board of
Trustees:

The District Board of Trustees approved a base salary increase of $1,250 for all
eligible full-time non-instructional employees. A one-time non-recurring payment
of $500 for all eligible regular part-time non-instructional employees was also
approved.
The District Board of Trustees approved a new Paramedic Applied Technical
Diploma program, effective Spring Term 2023.
The District Board of Trustees approved a new Advanced Driver Assistance
Systems (ADAS) Technician Technical Certificate program embedded within the
Associate in Applied Science in Automotive Service Management Technology,
effective Fall Term 2022.
The District Board of Trustees approved a new Central Sterile Processing
Technologist Technical Certificate program embedded within the Associate in
Science in Surgical Services, effective Fall Term 2022.
The District Board of Trustees approved the inactivation of the Commercial Pilot
Technical Certificate program embedded within the Professional Pilot Associate
in Science degree program, effective at the end of Summer Term 2022.
The District Board of Trustees approved the inactivation of the Data Science
Technical Certificate program embedded within the Data Science Associate in
Science degree program, effective at the end of Summer Term 2022.

 
You can find more information on the Board of Trustees meeting on our website.

 

Comings and Goings

https://www.fscj.edu/discover/governance-administration/district-board-of-trustees/meeting-schedule-and-agendas


Who's New
This list includes those individuals who are filling the newly appointed Faculty full-time
positions, full-time A&P positions and full-time Career Employee positions.
 
Faculty Full-Time

Morgan Brown, Temporary Professor of Dance
Joyelle Hall, Professor of Dental Hygiene
Shawn Hubbell, Professor of Culinary Arts
Michael Owens, Professor of Nursing - Medical/Surgical
Andra Wilke, Professor of Nursing - Pediatrics and Maternity

 
A&P Full-Time

Thomas Gauthier, Dean of Professional Studies and Public Safety
Olivier Joseph, Budget Analyst
Pat King, Functional Analyst of Student Services
Adam Walters, Cloud Architect
Curtis Wucker, Multimedia Systems Analyst
Gregory Wurth, Dean of Workforce Education

 
Career Full-Time

Anna Alomar Kissoonlal, Bachelor Program Advisor
Desma Anderson, Student Records Analyst I
Malik Bacon, Student Records Analyst I
Marlon Bennett, Security Officer I
Beth Bess, Duplicating and Mailroom Coordinator
Lisa Cobb, Human Resources Coordinator
Alyssa Davis, Security Officer I
Jacob Driggers, Senior Plant Service Worker
Danielle Favors, Business Office Specialist II
Michael Foreman, Academic Tutor
Lester Gordon, Security Officer I
Stevie Griffin, IT Call Center Representative I
Chiffon Guest, Academic and Career Advisor
Latesha Harris, Student Records Analyst I
Mairelis Hildebrand, Project Coordinator



Ashlee Holloway, Student Support Coordinator
Lynna Im, Project Coordinator - Faculty and Adjunct Processes
Willie Jackson, Plant Service Worker
Sharline John, Security Officer I
Opal Johnson, Financial Aid Advisor II
Nicole Kent, Academic and Career Advisor
Charles Klein, Security Officer I
Gabrielle Lopez, Business Office Coordinator
Jesenia Lopez Matos, Student Records Coordinator
Irene Luna, Case Manager/Career Specialist
Patricia McClellan, Enrollment Coach
Amina Medley, Program Advisor
Michael Menendez, Laboratory Manager
Pauline Mincy, Plant Service Worker
Vicky Mossuto, Assistant Box Office Coordinator
Joshua Nesbitt, Enrollment Coach
Tyson Nikkola, Security Officer II
Natasha Perez-Bruno, Payroll Technical Support Specialist
Devin Pierce, Multimedia Specialist
Megan Reed, Risk Management Coordinator
Jozefina Shkoza, Academic and Career Advisor
Jasiah Sinette, VA Enrollment Services Processor
Stephanie Smith, Administrative Assistant III
Haley Warren, Clinical Liaison
Jeffrey Wilcox, Box Office Assistant
Chester Williams, Military Student Records Transcript Evaluator

 
Who's Retiring?
The following employees have recently retired, or will soon be retiring, from FSCJ:

Sandra Blalock
Michael Busby
Patricia Carter
Richard Greene
Andrea McKeon
Meg-Anne Lukawski
Judy Robbins

 

In the News
FSCJ's faculty, staff, students, programs and leadership are often highlighted by local
and regional media outlets - online, on air and in print. Read articles featuring important
updates and activities happening within the College by clicking here.

 

Upcoming Events

https://www.fscj.edu/news-events/news


View Upcoming Events
 

https://bridge.fscj.edu/learner/training/1501099d/sessions/4689/enroll
https://bridge.fscj.edu/learner/training/1501099d/sessions/4674/enroll
https://www.fscj.edu/i'm-looking-for/class-schedules
https://www.fscj.edu/news-events/calendar


BlueWave News Quiz
 
Test your knowledge. To ensure all faculty and staff have an opportunity to submit
answers, the quiz winners will be selected at random from entries with all questions
answered correctly. You have until 6 p.m. on the day the newsletter is distributed to
email your answers to bluewavenews@fscj.edu. The three winners will receive a
BlueWave prize pack! Please note: Previous quiz winners, while eligible to submit
answers, are not eligible for additional prizes for six months.
 
1) What is the deadline for Science Symposium abstract submission?
    a. August 25, 5 p.m.
    b. September 16, 5 p.m.
    c. September 10, 5 p.m.
    d. October 14, 5 p.m.
 
2) Stepping Stones students and team members recently supported what local
organization?
    a. HabiJax
    b. Jacksonville Humane Society
    c. First Coast Heart Walk
    d. Hunger Fight
 
3) What time will the Convocation program begin?
    a. 8:30 a.m.
    b. 8:45 a.m.
    c. 9:30 a.m.
    d. 9:45 a.m.
 
4) About how many future students and families attended the Summer Open House
event?
    a. 250
    b. More than 600
    c. 300
    d. 100
 
5) What will you receive if you register to participate in the Heart Walk with FSCJ by
August 23?
    a. Shoes
    b. Water Bottle
    c. T-shirt
    d. Prize Pack

Connect with us!

https://www.instagram.com/fscjofficial/
https://twitter.com/FSCJ_Official
https://www.youtube.com/user/FloridaStateCollege
https://www.facebook.com/FSCJOfficial/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/floridastatecollege/albums/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/florida-state-college-at-jacksonville/
https://www.fscj.edu/

