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Save the Date for #GivingTuesday
November 29 is #GivingTuesday! FSCJ will once again come together to raise funds
and collect donations for the FSCJ H.O.P.E. Food Pantry. There are three ways you
can make a difference: donate food, give online (a donor will match gifts up to
$25,000), or volunteer your time with the mobile food pantry.
 
We raised enough to provide 219,084 meals and served 207 households through last
year's mobile food giveaway. With your help this year, we can do even more so we
hope you'll join us. The volunteer sign up and donation links will be shared soon!

Food Pantry Info
 

https://www.fscj.edu/bluewave-news
https://www.fscj.edu/giving-tuesday
https://www.fscj.edu/student-services/student-life/food-pantry


FinTech Lab Ribbon Cutting

The FinTech Lab ribbon-cutting ceremony was held on Wednesday, October 19 at Kent
Campus. The lab is one of two, with the other being located in the Advanced Technology
Center. Both were made possible through the Florida Jobs Growth Grant and the
Northeast Florida FinTech Initiative.
 
The dedicated spaces will provide students access to innovative resources and
experiential learning that will help them be successful in the FinTech industry.

View Photos
 

New Website Launch Update
The all-new FSCJ.edu is on schedule to launch very soon. Content is still being
updated and a Collegewide review process is planned for early December. The goal is
to offer a more dynamic, but streamlined, experience for site visitors, helping them find
what they are looking for quickly and easily and ensuring information is presented
consistently across the site, College Catalog, etc.
 
Executive Director of Project Development Dr. Kip Strasma and Web Communications
Manager Michael Ahmed shared information on the Redesign Six Sigma project during
a recent OnPoint call.

Learn More
 

Hurricane Ian Relief Support
Thanks to everyone who helped our sister institutions who were affected by Hurricane
Ian. As a College and in conjunction with the Association of Florida Colleges, we
collected food, water and personal hygiene items to assist students, faculty and staff.
We are also donating more than 130 laptops and other critical IT equipment to help
their students.
 
The FSCJ Foundation supported South Florida State College in Avon Park, Florida
Southwestern State College in Fort Myers, and State College of Florida in Bradenton
by making $2,500 donations to each institution. Additional monetary donations can be
made directly to their foundations.

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/floridastatecollege/sets/72177720303021717/with/52439404052/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/floridastatecollege/sets/72177720303021717/with/52439404052/
https://www.fscj.edu/docs/default-source/covid/onpoint-materials/onpoint_1022.pptx?sfvrsn=441796d5_2


Student Spotlight: Cortney Bellande

Cortney Bellande started her journey at FSCJ as a participant in the Vision Education &
Rehabilitation Center (VERC), our community-based rehabilitation program for adults
and high school students with blindness or visual impairments. VERC provides
specialized training to help individuals learn the necessary skills to gain independence
in the home, workplace and community.

After completing the program, she decided to stay at FSCJ to use the skills she
developed while also exploring her passion for cooking. Cortney is on track to earn her
Culinary Management Associate in Science degree this May!

Watch the Video
 

FSCJ Foundation Hosts The Power of Possible
The FSCJ Foundation hosted its donor appreciation and scholarship dinner, The Power
of Possible, on October 20 at the Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens. Funds raised will
support the Power of Possible Scholarship Fund.
 
The event was presented by Florida Blue and featured Best-Selling Author and
Motivational Speaker Jon Gordon as the keynote speaker. Two students, April Peterson
and Marjan Ahmadzada, also spoke to the attendees, sharing their inspirational stories
and appreciation for our donors.

View Photos
 

https://vimeo.com/765082946
https://vimeo.com/765082946
https://www.flickr.com/photos/floridastatecollege/albums/72177720303062887
https://www.flickr.com/photos/floridastatecollege/albums/72177720303062887


FSCJ Cross Country Shines at NJCAA Championships

Athletes from 18 teams competed in the recent FCSSA/NJCAA Region 8 Cross-
Country Championships held at Apalachee Regional Park in Tallahassee.
 
Sophomore Brennan Popik led the men's team and achieved a new personal record of
27:27 in the 8,000m, earning him All-Region 8 honors. Adrian Figueroa was 33
seconds back with a personal record of 28:00.1 and only 18 seconds ahead of
Freshman Luke Williams who sliced 1:30 off his previous best to cross the line at
28:18. Jaxon McKim (28:33) and Noe Benitez (29:29, another personal record)
completed the Top 5 scoring positions and an average time of 28:21, which placed the
team at 4th.
 
The women's team was led by Freshman Zandi Pienaar with a time of 21:11, also
capturing the 4th spot. Lynn Winkler and Meghan Bonser were next at 21:52 and
21:54, with Kayleigh McWatters just 22 seconds back at 22:16. All four posted new
personal records. Rounding out the top five was Whitney Mathis in a season's best of
23:12. Sophomore Abigail Gray cut over a minute from her previous best with a 25:46.

Read More
 

BlueWave Women's Basketball Participates in Buddy Walk

https://www.gobluewave.com/sports/mxc/2022-23/releases/20221030drkzg1
https://www.gobluewave.com/sports/mxc/2022-23/releases/20221030drkzg1


FSCJ women's basketball participated in the 20th Annual Down Syndrome Association
of Jacksonville's Buddy Walk on Saturday, October 15.
 
The team took a break from practice and traveled to the Jacksonville Beach Seawalk
Pavilion to volunteer their time with this year's walk. The ladies walked around the event
with signs they had made in support of the cause, played games, passed the basketball
around, took pictures and even danced with many of the participants and families.

Read More
 

FSCJ Quick Tips

Have you seen the FSCJ Quick Tips video series yet? We've launched a video project
featuring our own faculty and staff who are sharing their best tips and tricks. The videos
cover a variety of topics from changing the battery on your vehicle to carving the perfect
pumpkin. More Quick Tips will be added soon, but you can check out the first set here.

 

November Recruitment Update

https://www.gobluewave.com/sports/wbkb/2022-23/releases/20221016ued94p
https://www.gobluewave.com/sports/wbkb/2022-23/releases/20221016ued94p
https://vimeo.com/showcase/9899149
https://vimeo.com/showcase/9899149


Thank you to everyone who came out and supported our recent Imagine Your Future
events. We had more than 160 students attend across the four days. This was a great
opportunity for future students to learn more about our programs and receive hands-on
assistance with our application, FAFSA and scholarships. We look forward to hosting
more events soon!

Kent Campus Imagine Your Future

In October, we also hosted our first in-person orientation since 2019! This select group
of students had the opportunity to learn more about our student support services, tour
South Campus and register for classes. We are excited to host our next in-person
orientation later this month at North Campus.

 

Faculty and Staff Accomplishments



Academic and Career Coordinator for ESOL Martin Reyes (pictured at right) was
named the winner of the Outstanding Member in the Community Award at this year's
Ford Cuban Sandwich and Taste of Latino Festival. Congratulations, Martin!

Congratulations to the following employees for completing FSCJ Certificate programs!
 
Culturally Responsive Pedagogy Certificate

Dr. Theresa Dyer-Kramer, Professor
Bobbie Harman, Professor
Dr. Susan Slavicz, Professor

 
Diversity at FSCJ Certificate

Bobbie Harman, Professor
Christy Vint Griswold, Student Finance Resource Navigator

 

Facilities Updates
The Facilities Team has been hard at work, updating and upgrading spaces across the
College. Check out some highlights below:



Projects in progress
Ongoing Collegewide:

Scan/Digitize Facilities Plans
Master Plan, 5-Year Plant Survey
Air & Ventilation Enhancement Project (CARES Act), Downtown, Kent, North and
South
Exterior Door Lock Conversion to Access Control System, Downtown, Kent and
North
Wayfinding, Exterior Signage, Building IDs and Monument Sign Replacement

Cecil Center:
Construction, San Jose Early College
Tower Leak Repairs

Deerwood Center:
Center Stage Elevator Modernization
Marquee Sign, Neon Lighting
Nursing Program Expansion (Phase I & II)

Downtown Campus:
Artist Series Refresh, AO
Human Resources Renovation, AO
BAS Controls Upgrade, AO
150-Ton Chiller Replacement, ATC
Chillers, Pumps and Cooling Tower Replace (C Bldg)

Nassau Center:
Commercial Vehicle Driving Grant
BAS Controls Upgrade and VAV Replacement
Nursing Program Expansion (Phase I & II)

North Campus:
Cardiovascular Tech, Remodel
Parking Lots 1-4 and 6 Repave & JTA Bus Stop Relocation
Restroom Upgrades (A Bldg)
Elevator Modernization (E Bldg)

South Campus:
Centrifugal Chiller and Pump Replacement
Veteran Support Center (U Bldg)
Door Access Control Upgrade (D and T Bldgs)



Projects in planning
Collegewide:

Monument Signs, Large and Medium
Cecil Center:

Gun Range Assessment
Exterior Door Access Control Upgrade (Cecil, North & South)

Deerwood Center:
Common Area Flooring

Downtown Campus:
Follett Bookstore Renovation

Kent Campus:
Pavement Repairs - Borings
Continue Door Access Control Upgrade (E, F & G Bldgs)
Follett Bookstore Renovation

Nassau Center:
Exterior Door Access Control Upgrade (A/B & T Bldgs)

North Campus:
Student Services Update
Surgical Tech - 2nd Floor (A Bldg) – Programming & Conceptual Design
Tower 3, Restrooms
Towers, Continue Nonslip Coating & Treads
Replace Ceiling Tiles, 3rd Floor (C Bldg)
SIM Center Restrooms (E Bldg)
Negative Pressure Correction (C & D Bldgs)
Continue Door Access Control Upgrade (B, C, D, E & F Bldgs)

South Campus:
Follett Bookstore Renovation
Science Lab Negative Pressure Correction (E & F Bldgs)
Replace existing duct board with metal duct (C & D Bldgs)
Cybersecurity Lab (B-107)

 

Get to Know Your A&P Colleagues: Aaron Hanlin

https://www.fscj.edu/news-events/blog/blog-detail/get-to-know-your-fellow-a-p-colleagues---aaron-hanlin


November's Administrative & Professional Collaborative (APC) spotlight shines on
Director of the Honors Program Aaron Hanlin. In this role, he provides strategic vision
and instructional leadership as well as administrative supervision and day-to-day
management of the program, while overseeing honors curriculum, instruction,
outcomes assessment, co-curricular learning, admissions and recruitment.

Learn More
 

FSCJ In Action
FSCJ's Legal Studies Association (LSA) had 52 students present at their last meeting
where they collected items for the FSCJ H.O.P.E. Food Pantry.
 
The attending officers are pictured here with the donations: (from left to right) Connie
Stumph, Treasurer, Leona Hoehn, Secretary, Roxane Shaw, President, Faculty Advisor
and Professor of Paralegal Studies Faith Litvack, JD.

Training & Organizational Development offers a wide variety of professional
development courses and self-enrichment opportunities such as tai chi. Faculty and staff
recently participated in this noncompetitive, self-paced system of gentle physical
exercise and stretching at South Campus. Check the Thursday emails and myLearning
for a full list of courses offered.

https://www.fscj.edu/news-events/blog/blog-detail/get-to-know-your-fellow-a-p-colleagues---aaron-hanlin
https://bridge.fscj.edu/
https://bridge.fscj.edu/


Through a partnership with FSCJ's Center for Civic Engagement, students in our Dental
Hygiene program recently participated in an academic service-learning event at The
Bethel Church’s Fall Family Fest Downtown. Throughout the day, they educated
children and families on the importance of dental care and shared techniques for good
oral hygiene. They also gave attendees free toothbrushes, toothpaste and floss.

 

Board Highlights
Review the highlights of the November 8, 2022, meeting of the FSCJ District Board of
Trustees:
 

The District Board of Trustees accepted the Certificate of Final Inspection and
authorized final payment of the Kent Campus CARES Act Ventilation Heating
Project to Scherer Construction.
The District Board of Trustees approved the specified successor articles of the
Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA) between the College and the United
Faculty of Florida - Florida State College at Jacksonville ("Union") pending
ratification by the faculty.
The District Board of Trustees approved the FSCJ ACCESS Program for Spring
Term 2023, pursuant to Board Rule 6Hx7-4.19.
The District Board of Trustees approved the Deerwood Center Spot Survey 2.3
and Amended Project Priority List.

 
You can find more information on the Board of Trustees meeting on our website.

 

Comings and Goings

https://www.fscj.edu/discover/governance-administration/district-board-of-trustees/meeting-schedule-and-agendas


Who's New
This list includes those individuals who are filling the newly appointed Faculty full-time
positions, full-time A&P positions and full-time Career Employee positions.
 
Faculty Full-Time

Angela Worthy, Professor of Nursing - Medical/Surgical
 
A&P Full-Time

Sarah Ashbrook, Program Manager
Ashley Augustyniak, Special Events Coordinator
Myisha De Nose, Interim Director of Program Development
Cindy de Padua, Assistant Director of Marketing
Clair Hart, Engineer III - Network
Jillian Moody, Assistant Director of Financial Aid
Matthew Wetzel, Associate Director of Dual Enrollment
Jessica Swint, Student Housing Residence Coordinator

 
Career Full-Time

Elizabeth Alwood, Multimedia Specialist
Jennifer Anderson, Enrollment Coach
Kathleen Baughn, Project Coordinator
Belgica Beltre, Plant Service Worker
Beth Bess, Administrative Assistant I
Gerald Bess, Tradesworker III
Labrena Bowman, Academic Department Coordinator
Augina Brown, Enrollment Coach
Dorian Bush, Administrative Assistant I
Chris Conty, Department Coordinator
Jesus Cotera, Plant Service Worker
Karen Dailey, Call Center Representative I
Ronnie Davis, Security Officer I
Daynah Delacruz, Library Assistant II
Niurka Ferrer, Interim Project Coordinator
Madeline Figueroa, Business Office Specialist II
Ashleigh Frank, Library Assistant I
Julia Graham, Plant Service Worker
Laurence Greene, Project Coordinator
Kaelin Guerrero, Accountant IV
David Harmon, Administrative Specialist - Student Success
Katrina Holloway, Academic and Career Advisor
Shakura Jackson, Student Success Advisor I
Jaleeza Kellam, Student Records Specialist



Carla Mercer, Student Records Specialist
Yasmeen Merriweather, Academic Department Coordinator
Paul Murray, Campus HVAC Facilities Manager
Mariah Myrick, Administrative Assistant II
Dedra Olivier, Student Records Specialist
John Owens, Center Facilities Supervisor
Kara Pineiro-Gerbase, Student Engagement Advisor II
Kim Reteguiz, Call Center Representative I
Greg Reynolds, Tradesworker II
Jose Rivera, Supervisor of Plant Service Workers
Jasmine Roberts, Enrollment Coach
Kathleen Robertson, Treasury Accountant
Cheryl Robinson, Department Coordinator
James Rohman, Accounts Payable Specialist II
Kyntessa Rollerson, Academic and Career Advisor
Kieva Sherrod, Enrollment Coach
Alec Spicer, Student Success Advisor II
David Sutton, Academic Tutor
Jennifer Sykes, Administrative Assistant III
Mark Tasker, Financial Aid Advisor I
Danielle Thompson, Student Services Lead Specialist
Nicole Tomlinson, Project Coordinator
Emily Towery, Academic Department Coordinator
Rebecca Ward, Box Office and Patron Services Manager
Ebony West, Foundation Support Manager
Brittany White, Student Success Advisor I
Natasha Williams, Administrative Assistant III

 
Who's Retiring?
The following employees have recently retired, or will soon be retiring, from FSCJ:

William “Bill” Barfield
Jeanette Campbell
Dr. Leo Collins
Dr. Monica Dimauro
Wanda Martin
Tom Messner
David Princehorn
Dr. Susan Slavicz
Dr. Betsy Stoutmorrill
Dr. Holly Wiegreffe
Deborah Williams

 

In the News
FSCJ's faculty, staff, students, programs and leadership are often highlighted by local
and regional media outlets - online, on air and in print. Read articles featuring important
updates and activities happening within the College by clicking here.

 

Upcoming Events

https://www.fscj.edu/news-events/news


View Upcoming Events
 

https://www.fscj.edu/i'm-looking-for/class-schedules
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=SxMVs15JWkaPA8NibnuxVqKUG-5ZZXJFvnqUiV0FXIVUNTM2MFgzUldOVENGSloyWTVKQ1oyS1RPVi4u&web=1&wdLOR=c49513A96-8489-C84F-8E2D-4D5F591F7680
https://training.fscj.edu/
https://www.fscj.edu/news-events/calendar


BlueWave News Quiz
 
Test your knowledge. To ensure all faculty and staff have an opportunity to submit
answers, the quiz winners will be selected at random from entries with all questions
answered correctly. You have until 6 p.m. on the day the newsletter is distributed to
email your answers to bluewavenews@fscj.edu. The three winners will receive a
BlueWave prize pack! Please note: Previous quiz winners, while eligible to submit
answers, are not eligible for additional prizes for six months.
 
1) What award did Martin Reyes win at the Ford Cuban Sandwich and Taste of Latino
Festival?
    a. Outstanding Member in the Community Award
    b. Outstanding Community Service Award
    c. Outstanding Leadership Award
    d. Educator of the Year Award
 
2) What is FSCJ raising funds for through Giving Tuesday?
    a. Emergency Assistance Fund
    b. Power of Possible Scholarship
    c. H.O.P.E. Food Pantry
    d. Jacksonville Humane Society
 
3) What event did FSCJ women's basketball participate in on October 15?
    a. October 11
    b. River Run
    c. Heart Walk
    d. Buddy Walk
 
4) There are two FSCJ FinTech Labs. Where was the ribbon cutting held?
    a. Advanced Technology Center
    b. Kent Campus
    c. North Campus
    d. Deerwood Center
 
5) What program first led Cortney Bellande to FSCJ?
    a. Business
    b. Culinary Arts and Hospitality
    c. VERC
    d. Stepping Stones

Connect with us!

https://www.instagram.com/fscjofficial/
https://twitter.com/FSCJ_Official
https://www.youtube.com/user/FloridaStateCollege
https://www.facebook.com/FSCJOfficial/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/floridastatecollege/albums/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/florida-state-college-at-jacksonville/
https://www.fscj.edu/

