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                Title              
	
                Standardized Testing in Education.              
	
                Abstract/Description              
	
                This paper offers insight pertaining to the effects, both the positives and negatives, of standardized testing in education. Following the recent reform in education, through programs such as America’s Choice and Common Core, the emphasis on standardized testing has shown a devaluation in the higher level students and an emphasis on both lower and mid-level students. This paper also presents information that shows why standardized testing is negatively impacting public education, instead of elevating it. As the deflation in performance increases, the moral amongst teachers and students sharply decreases, so does their mental health. Along with the national perspective in education, this paper compares how many foreign nations have approached, and succeeded in their education systems. This paper is comprised of information, statistics and professional insight on the effects of standardized testing; gathered from a wide variety of peer-reviewed and government sources.              
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                Dr. James Fraser.              
	
                Abstract/Description              
	
                Dr. James Fraser, Professor of History and Education and Dean of the School of Education at Northeastern University, discusses and offers criticisms of the current methods of teacher preparation and urban education in the United States. NOTE: At conclusion of Worth Quoting episode at 23:49, video cuts to classroom session with Dr. Fraser discussing his time in Jacksonville and at Northeastern with FCCJ faculty and staff.              
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                Dr. Sheila Tobias: Writing Nonfiction.              
	
                Abstract/Description              
	
                Dr. Sheila Tobias explains the differences between writing fiction and nonfiction, and discusses how nonfiction writing is more about teaching whereas fiction is more about emotion. She also discusses how math and science instruction methodologies in the United States are biased against girls and women. Episode #: 16              
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                Dr. William Irwin Thompson - cultural historian, former Professor of Humanities at MIT, and founder of the Lindisfarne Association - discusses immigration, the immigration experience, and the changing American Dream regarding education.              
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                Paternal Income and the Impact of Educational Attainment.              
	
                Abstract/Description              
	
                Leanna Vannienwenhove explores the theory that parental income strongly impacts the educational attainment of students, beginning with a review of past research on the subject and moving into an examination of data she collected from Duval County Public Schools.              
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                Title              
	
                Effects of Labeling Learning Disabled Students.              
	
                Abstract/Description              
	
                The significant goal of this paper will be to explore and discuss the positive and negative effects of labeling learning disabled students in the public school systems. This paper will bring to light the benefits associated with labeling. More specifically the parent/teacher expectations, mainstreaming, (IEP) Individualized Education Plan, and specialized instruction. Under current law to receive services through public school special education programs students must be identified or classified as having a disability. Labeling students provides assistance to professionals to classify and evaluate information for research purposes. Resources and funding are often tied to specific classifications. Labeling students also provides an opportunity for advocacy groups to promote programs and push forward legislation that may be beneficial to disabled students. This paper will also provide detail on several negative aspects associated with labeling such as peer issues, self-esteem, bullying and the stigma associated with learning disabilities. A student who is labeled as learning disabled may be ridiculed or singled out. This may lead to difficulties with peers and cause the student to withdraw and become isolated. Labeling may also contribute to low self-esteem and feelings of helplessness due to a student’s inability to compete in the classroom setting. Teacher/parent expectations may also create feelings of inadequacy in learning disabled students. The aim of this paper is to discuss in detail several of the issues related to labeling and to discuss ways to better assist students in managing the challenges they face due to labeling. It is evident that labeling is necessary to better assist students with the academic and emotional tools necessary to be successful but, proactive steps can be taken to minimize some of the negative effects of labeling. I look forward to discussing many of these scenarios in my research paper.              
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                Dr. Margaret Wheatley - author of Leadership and the New Science and president of the Berkana Institute - shares her views on how public institutions are changing and discusses how her theories could improve organizational performance in higher education.              
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